
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 17, 2021 

Elissa Wahl, Chairwoman 

Nevada Homeschool Network 

PO Box 19533 

Reno, Nevada 89511 

   Re: Nevada AB 19 and SB 194 

Dear Elissa, 

   As you know, the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) is a national 

organization whose mission is to protect the fundamental constitutional right of parents 

to direct the education and upbringing of their children. With over 100,000 member 

families, are the world’s largest homeschool advocacy organization. 

   I am writing to address your questions about adding to the curriculum requirements 

imposed on homeschoolers in Nevada. Specifically, AB 19 which would add civics, 

financial literacy, and multicultural education and SB 194, which adds civics to the 

required courses. Both bills ignore the legal position of homeschoolers under Nevada 

law. Proponents claim they are necessary to conform homeschool requirements to 

those of the public and private schools. However, this is not a compelling state interest.   

   Homeschoolers have a right and a duty to provide the best education for their 

children. A state’s desire for conformity does not supersede this right. As the United 

States Supreme Court plainly stated in Pierce v. Society of Sisters: “The fundamental 

theory of liberty upon which all governments in the Union repose excludes any general 

power of the State to standardize its children by forcing them to accept instruction from 

public teachers only.” 

   The same principle can be applied to standardization of subjects solely because the 

state wants conformity. As the court in Pierce added: “The child is not the mere 

creature of the state; those who nurture him and direct his destiny have the right, 

coupled with the high duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional obligations.”   
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    A few decades later the Supreme Court upheld this decision in Wisconsin v. Yoder 

when it stated: “As [Pierce] suggests, the value of parental direction of the religious 

upbringing and education of their children in early and formative years have a high 

place in our society.” In addition, the court enunciated that the state’s legitimate interest 

in the education of all children centered specifically on literacy and self-sufficiency.  

   Nevada constitutional history also affirms the important role parents play in the 

education of their children. As Schwartz v. Lopez stated: 

[A]lthough the debates surrounding the enactment of Article 11 reveal 

that the delegates discussed the establishment of a system of public 

education and its funding, they also noted the importance of parental 

freedom over the education of their children, rejected the notion of 

making public school attendance compulsory, and acknowledged the 

need to vest the Legislature with discretion over education in the future. 

Thus, in both the United States and the Nevada constitution, a parent’s right to direct 

the education of their child plays a critical role. 

   Parents who choose to homeschool uniquely engage with this right. 

Homeschooling gives them the flexibility to tailor curriculum to meet their child’s 

individual needs. A homeschool will not look like a public or private school—nor 

should it. Forced standardization and conformity stifles the very flexibility that draws 

many parents to homeschooling. 

   It also fails to recognize the compromises made in 2007 when the legislature very 

intentionally separated the Department of Education from any oversight of 

homeschoolers. Homeschoolers exist outside of the structure established to regulate 

and standardize public and private schools. In 2017, the legislature made substantive 

changes to the subject requirements for public and private schools but did not include 

homeschoolers in those changes. Conformity was not required then and it is certainly 

not required now.  

Nevada homeschoolers thrive under the current statutory regime. The legislature 

does not need to add it. Homeschool parents can decide when—and what—to teach 

their students. It is their constitutional right and duty.  

Please feel free to reach out with any further questions.  

  Sincerely,  

 

  Amy Buchmeyer  

  HSLDA Staff Attorney 


